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The Season after Pente-
cost

While we are still in
the season of Easter,
once we celebrate Pen-
tecost and Trinity Sun-
day, we will enter the
season after Pentecost,
sometimes referred to
as the long green sea-
son, because the color
from now until Christ
the King Sunday
(November 22) is green,
except for All Saints
Day.

May/June 2026 issue

The season after Pente-

cost 1s also known as
“Ordinary Time.” The
season after Pentecost
invites us to think
about how we live out
the resurrection of Je-
sus Christ in our ordi-
nary lives.

Green symbolizes
growth and life of the

Church. It also symbol-

izes our growth in
Christ. The gospel les-

sons cover Jesus’ teach-

ing ministry.

If you have ever looked
at the lectionary page
(lectionarypage.net),
you will notice that
during the season after
Pentecost, we have
Track 1 and Track 2
readings. For both sets
of readings, the

Epistle and the Gospel
are always the same, it
is the Old Testament
and the Psalm that
change.

Continued on page 5

Episcopal Church of the Ridge

Donating online is quick, secure, and convenient,
allowing you to give anytime without needing
cash or a check. It also helps our team track gifts
accurately and reduces administrative work, so
more energy goes directly into ministry. Online
giving makes recurring support easy, ensuring
steady resources for the programs you care
about. Your digital donation truly strengthens our
mission in a simple, meaningful way.

Here is the link to pay online
www,ecot.churchtrac,com

Or just scan the de below with your
phone.



http://www.ecor.churchtrac.com/give

Eliza Faris Connor May 2

August Wherry May 4

Suzannah Wherry May 14

John Charles Phinizy Rainsford May 16

Julius Marshall Vann Rainsford May 16

Mary Derrick May 18

Doug Landreth May 19

Carter Moss May 20

LeeAnn Pendarvis May 23

Carrie Moss May 28

Annette Quinby May 29

1 Jamie Long May 29
Jean Covar May 30

Richard Pendarvis May 30

| Clarke Connor May 30
‘ Jo Ashley Jordan May 31
| W | Kevin J Ginn Jun 1
l \ Greg Hagan Jun 3
Sullivan Curtis Holmes Jun 4

! Liz Posey Jun 6
Deborah Neese Jun 6

Abby Amos Jun 6

Muffy Sander Jun 10

"Beau" Benjamin Mims, V Jun 10

Ray Melton Jun 13

Deborah Holmes Jun 23

Ame' Holmes Jun 24

Stephens Moss Jun 26

Sarah B Schwarz Jun 27

Peggy Ann Moss Jun 28

Faris Connor Jun 30




The Team that works for you!

Rector— Mother Lathrop Mosely

Episcopal Church of the Ridge Senior Warden - Bill Kotti —-Safety

Office Location: . . .

313 Simkins Street Junior Warden//Communications - Muffy Sander
Edgefield, SC 29824 Caleb Connor— Men’s Formation

Office Mailing Address: Andy Whitfield -Grants

PO Box 508 Bailey Pendarvis -Endowment

Edgefield, SC 29824
Annette Quinby - Technology/ Women’s Formation

vicar@churchoftheridge.org

churchoftheridge@gmail.com Office: 803-275-3934 .
gece Facebook.com/churchoftheridge

Instagram @churchoftheridge

Thouglits fronv thne Editor

Lately I’ve been operating with what | can only describe as half a voice — not fully gone, not fully
present, just floating around like it’s on a trial membership. When | try to talk, | sound like a cross
between a tired frog and a Walmart intercom from 1997. And as I’ve been squeaking, croaking, and
whisper yelling my way through the week, I’ve realized something important: healing takes hope,
faith, and patience... and | am apparently low on all three.

Hope is what keeps me believing my voice will return someday — preferably before Advent. Faith is
what reminds me that God is working even when | sound like a kazoo someone sat on. And
patience... well, patience is the spiritual discipline | thought | had mastered until my vocal cords
decided to go on strike without filing the proper paperwork.

But here’s the thing: | am not the only one in this boat. Oh no. If you listen closely on Sunday
morning, our whole congregation sounds like a choir of people in various stages of recovery. We’ve
got coughers, sniffers, limpers, hobblers, whisperers, and the choir has a strong fragrance of Vick’s
Vapo cough drops because we breathe better when sucking on one of those vile little discs, sick or
not! Half the church is on antibiotics, the other half is “waiting to see if it gets better,” and all of us
are praying for healing, all the while praying we don’t catch what the others have. We ARE the church
of PRAY-ERS. And we do that well. Rain, shine, wellness, sickness, adversity, success. We are the
Pray-ers on the Ridge!

And yet — we show up. We show up with our tissues, our cough drops, our heating pads, our prayer
lists, and our determination. We show up because hope is stubborn, faith is steady, and patience
(though reluctant) eventually gets dragged along for the ride. We show up because God meets us
exactly where we are. So if you see me this week, just know I’m not ignoring you — I’m simply saving
the three syllables | have left. And if you’re healing from something too, welcome to the club. Would
you like a cough drop? We may be a little creaky, croaky, and congested, but we’re in this together.
And honestly, if God can work through a burning bush, He can certainly work through a congregation
that sounds like it’s been left out in the rain.

Wiuify



Weekly Schedule for Service

May 3,2026

Grace Church/ RIDGE
SPRING

Holy Eucharist Rite 2

Acolyte/Emerson Holmes
Lector/ Jerrold Watson

Eucharistic Minister/
Liz Wilson

Intercessor/Muffy Sander
Altar/Jean Covar

Greeters/Muffy Sander,
Andy Whitfield
Usher / Chris Covar

Hospitality/Greg Sander
Videographer/Scotty Scott

Acts 7:55-60

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

May 10,2026
Trinity Church/ EDGEFIELD
Holy Eucharist Rite 2

Acolyte/Smith Connor
Lector/ Greg Sander

Eucharistic Minister/ Ray Melton
Intercessor/Peggy Ann Moss

Altar/Betsy Willis Jean Covar

Greeters/Bailey Pendarvis, Caleb
Connor

Usher/Bill Kotti
Hospitality/Betsy Willis

Videographer/Liz Wilson

Acts 17:22-31
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21
Psalm 66:7-18

May 17, 2026
Our Saviour Church /TRENTON

Holy Eucharist Rite 2

Acolyte/Addie Long
Lector/ Scotty Scott
Eucharistic Minister/ Larry Vann
Intercessor/Peggy Moss
Altar/Leisa and Jamie Long

Greeters/Caleb Connor,
Andy Whitfield

Usher/David Long
Hospitality/Doug Landreth
Videographer/Luke Kindred

Acts 1:6-14
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John17:1-11
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36

May 24, 2026
Grace Church / RIDGE SPRING
Holy Eucharist Rite 2
PENTECOST

Acolyte/Addie Long
Lector/ Jerrold Watson
Eucharistic Minister/ Ric Vann
Intercessor/Larry Vann
Altar/Cindy Vann

Greeters/ Bailey Pendarvis/ Muffy
Sander

Usher/Greg Sander
Hospitality/Liz Posey
Videographer/ Sarah Schwarz

Acts 2:1-21
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 20:19-23
Psalm 104:25-35, 37

May 31, 2026

Trinity Church /EDGEFIELD
Holy Eucharist Rite 2

Acolyte/Ryals Connor
Lector/ Kelly Vann

Eucharistic Minister/ Liz
Wilson

Intercessor/Kelly Vann

Altar/Joann Amos, Annette
Quinby

Greeters/Annette Quinby,
Bill Kotti

Usher/Ric Vann
Hospitality/Covered Dish
Videographer/Annette Quinby

Genesis 1:1-2:4a
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20
Psalm 8

June 7, 2026
Our Saviour/ TRENTON
Holy Eucharist Rite 1

Acolyte/Eliza Faris
Lector/ Scotty Scott
Eucharistic Minister/ Larry Vann
Intercessor/Scotty Scott
Altar/Mary Derrick, Cindy Vann

Greeters/ Bailey Pendarvis/ Caleb
Connor

Usher/David Long
Hospitality/Jamie Long
Videographer/Luke Kindred

Genesis 12:1-9
Psalm 33:1-12
Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

June 14, 2026

Grace / RIDGE SPRING
Holy Eucharist Rite 2

Acolyte/Anna Hagan
Lector/ Lydia Wherry
Eucharistic Minister/ Ric Vann
Intercessor/Kelly Vann
Altar/Gerline Counts

Greeters/ Andy Whitfield/
Muffy Sander

Usher/Greg Hagan
Hospitality/Liz Wilson
Videographer/Scotty Scott

Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7)
Psalm 116:1, 10-17
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23)

June 21,2026

Trinity / EDGEFIELD
Holy Eucharist Rite 2

Acolyte/Beau Whitfield
Lector/ Jerrold Watson
Eucharistic Minister
Ray Melton
Intercessor/ Scotty Scott
Altar/ Lynn Melton, Helen Mims
Greeters/ Annette Quinby,
Bill Kotti
Usher/ Andrew Driver
Hospitality/ Leah Driver
Videographer/ Liz Wilson

Genesis 21:8-21
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39




June 28,2026

Our Saviour / TRENTON
Holy Eucharist Rite 2

Acolyte/Beau Whitfield
Lector/ Lydia Wherry
Eucharistic Minister/ Ric Vann
Intercessor/Muffy Sander
Altar/ Liz Posey, Catherine Brice

Greeters/Bailey Pendarvis/ Caleb
Connor

Usher/Larry Vann
Hospitality/Kathie Stallworth

Videographer/Annette Quinby

Genesis 22:1-14
Psalm 13
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

Track 1 follows major stories and themes, read
mostly continuously from week to week. Since

we are in Year A, we will begin with Genesis and
hear the patriarchal narratives, and I will spend
some time talking about the patriarchs throughout
the summer and into the fall.

During the season after Pentecost, we will use Rite
I on the first Sunday of the month, starting on

June 7. On the Sundays we use Rite II, for the first
part of the season, we will use Eucharistic

Prayer A.

Starting on May 24, every 4 th Sunday of the
month, we will have an opportunity to come up for
healing prayers after Communion. Once commun-
ion is complete and I have cleaned up the altar, I
will invite anyone up to the altar rail for healing
prayers for themselves or for others.

As a part of that, I will anoint you with oil
which has been blessed by Bishop Richards.

I look forward to journeying together with you
all through the season after Pentecost.

Blessings,

Mother Lathrop+




May 6

May 10

May 11

May 13

May 17

May 18

May 20

May Day
Kentucky Derby

10:00am Ridge Spring
Grace church

May the 4th be with

you- bible study tonight

at 7pm via zoom

Choir Practice 4pm
Our Saviour

10:00am Trinity church

Edgefield
Bible Study via Zoom

Choir rehearsal 4pm
Our Saviour

Vestry meeting Trinity

in Edgefield

Celebration of Gradu-
ates

10:00am Our Saviour
Trenton

4:00pm Our Saviour
Afternoon Service

Bible Study via zoom
Tpm

Food distribution for
ACTS

Choir Practice 4pm
Our Saviour

May 27

May 31

June 1

June 3 -
June 16

June 7

June 14

June 17

- Upcomln

Event

Pentecost Sunday June 21

Grace Church Ridge
Spring 10:00am

Memorial day Ob-
served

Bible Study 7pm via
zoom

Choir practice 4 pm
Our Saviour
June 28
Trinity Sunday-
Pentecost 1

Trinity Church
Edgefield 10:00am

Covered dish follow-
ing the service

Bible Study via Zoom dJune 29

Rev. Lathrop Mosely
vacation

Pentecost 2 -10:00am
Our Saviour-Trenton

Pentecost 3 -
10:00am Ridge
Spring

Grace Church
Food distribution
ACTS

8:30am - 10:30 am

Vestry Meeting 6-
Tpm

L)

10:00am Trinity
4:00pm Trinity

Pentecost 4
Edgefield
Church after-
noon service

10:00am Our
Saviour- Trenton

Pentecost 5

Our Saviour
Birthday Cele-
bration after the
service

Bible Study Via
Zoom



More from the People who really support the Vestry ...
Jo Ann Amos

I'm Jo Ann Amos, serving as our vestry’s recording secretary. I have been a member of the
Church of the Ridge for 34 years and a member of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Yaphank,
New York, 20 years prior to moving to

South Carolina in 1992. I have served on the Altar Guild for over 50 years and I have been a
member of our choir since 1992. I have two children, Jason Amos and Elizabeth Wilson, and
three grandchildren, Charlie Amos, Jack Kornaus and Abby Amos, all in their early 20s. My ca-
reer has been a culmination of creative and artistic opportunities combined with an entrepre-
neurial spirit. I have been a draftsman, art room director, graphic designer, quilter, illustrator,
decorative artist, and currently a window shade designer selling custom window shades from an
online shop. It is my pleasure to serve the vestry and I thank you for having me.

Robert “Scotty” Scott
Scotty has been our church Treasurer since January 2022, after having been a member
of the Church of the Ridge since 2006. A Navy junior, he lived in three different states

as well as in Japan and in France while growing up, before his father retired to a new

house on the family property in Edgefield County. Three years later, Scotty himself
joined the Navy by way of four years at Annapolis. After the Naval Academy, he served
31 years as a Navy officer, with sea duty on both coasts as well as back to Japan. His
Navy career was capped with three seagoing commands — two individual ships and a
squadron of ships. His last command was as a Task Force Commander in the Persian
Gulf, with three ships and 3000 Marines under his charge. Having seen wartime in
Vietnam earlier in his Navy career, he was happy to be in the Middle East between
conflicts. He prides himself on bringing home every Sailor and Marine who had served
under his command.

During his shore duty tours in the Navy, Scotty was able to earn a PhD in Mathematics
(Clemson) and a few years later enjoyed a tour of duty at the Naval Academy as
Associate Chair of the Math Department. After his Navy service and later working for a
defense contractor, Scotty’s final career was as a Math Lecturer at Augusta University.
Retiring successively as a Navy Officer, as a Defense Contractor, and as a Math Prof,
he has found that being a Church Treasurer keeps him almost as busy. When not
working as Treasurer, he can be seen as an active member of our Church choir and as

our substitute organist.



Hope: The First Seed of Growth

Season of Growth 2026

There’s a kind of hope that doesn’t arrive with fanfare. It doesn’t sweep in like a revival tent or announce itself with
trumpets. It comes quietly, the way spring comes to Ridge Spring — first a bud, then a leaf, then suddenly the whole
world is green again. Hope grows in small, faithful places like ours, where people show up for one another in ways
that rarely make headlines but always make a difference.

As a church family, we’ve been talking for some time about what it means to grow — not just in numbers, but in spir-
it, in attentiveness, in welcome, in the way we carry Christ’s love into our daily lives. Growth is not a program. It’s a
posture. And like any good garden, it begins with tending the soil.

That solil, for us, is Hope.

Hope is what allows us to believe that God is not finished with us. Hope is what nudges us to invite someone to
church, to check on a neighbor, to try something new, to trust that small acts of kindness matter. Hope is what keeps
us rooted when life feels uncertain and what helps us stretch toward the light when God calls us forward.

This year, from April through October, we are entering what we’re calling our Season of Growth — a gentle, inten-
tional journey of nurturing the life of our congregation. It’s not a new committee or a complicated plan. It’s simply a
shared focus on the things that make a small church strong: hospitality, presence, connection, and the courage to be-
lieve that God can grow something beautiful right here among us.

We’ll move through this season in three movements:

e “Let’s Get Growing!” — a springtime of invitation, kindness, and renewed attentiveness

e  “Watch the Seeds Grow & Flourish” — a summer of celebrating ministries, stories, and the quiet ways
God is at work

e “Reap the Harvest” — an autumn of gratitude, reflection, and shared joy
And because growth happens one small moment at a time, I'll be offering a short weekly reflection in the bulletin
— a little spiritual nourishment to carry with you through the week. These reflections will follow the theme we begin
here: Hope as the first seed, the one from which all the others grow.
My prayer is that this Season of Growth becomes not just a church initiative, but a lived experience — a way of seeing
God’s presence in the everyday, of noticing the good that is already taking root, and of trusting that what we tend to-
gether will flourish in God’s time.

And through it all, may we remember: Hope Grows Here.

I remain ever hopeful and grateful,

Mulfty Sander




TREASURER’S NOTE: Here are our numbers through the end of March, not including fig-

ures for our Endowment Fund:

2026 Income Through March
Category Actual Budget Difference
Pledge $34,647.85 $35,300.00 (- $652.15)
eott:h)er (Pl $15,603.67 $14,612.50 $991.17
Total $50,251.52 $49,912.50 $339.02

As of 31 March, we are pretty much on track in matching our 2026 Budget. Our pledges were
running very close to the level we anticipated by the end of the month and our expenditures
so far this year are also on track despite a very cold February. The three churches’ Dominion
Energy bills that month totaled over $2,000.00! Altogether, we are doing well — not accumulat-
ing funds but not overspending, either.

The Endowment Fund relies on all of us for its continued growth. It has seen about
$12,000.00 in donations so far in 2026. As a reminder, we decided last year that our major
Endowment fundraising effort would be the “13™ Month” concept, in which we would each try
to match one average month’s pledge as an additional contribution to the Endowment Fund.
Most of us recognized that goal when we submitted our 2026 Pledge Cards, which included a
line for the “13™ Month.” Your Endowment Fund contributions can be made through your plate
contributions any Sunday; please mark them as “Endowment Fund — 13" Month” so we can
ensure they go into the correct account.

-- Scotty

Muffy Sander

Editor/ Author/ Creative

Junior Warden | Communications Lead

Church of the Ridge - Ridge Spring, Trenton, Edgefield, SC

muffysander@gmail.com
803-334-5679




